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Inside the Brain’s Recognition System 
Student worksheet

Name: _________________________________ Date: ____________________

Part 1: Do Now Reflection

Describe a time when you recognized someone but could not remember where you 
knew them from.

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
 
_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
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Part 2: Reaction Time Data Collection

Face # Familiar/Unfamiliar Reaction Time (seconds) Notes
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
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Part 3: Neural Pathway Labeling

Stimulus  → _______________ → _______________ → _______________ → _______________ → Recognition

Explain what happens at each step:

__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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Part 4: Context Scenario Analysis

Scenario: You see your barista on the subway. 

Why might recognition feel delayed?
__________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

What brain structure stores memories that provide context?
________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
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